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<<Carol>> I want to thank Joe and Katie Dearing for opening 

their beautiful home to us -- this is Joe Dearing here – to host 

this fantastic event.  It really does take a village and some of 

the hardest and most committed individuals who serve on the 

board of directors of Friends of, I just want to point them out 

because I am speaking tonight, but they are really the ones that 

have done all hard work and they’re wearing the Santa hats.  So 

we have John Campbell here who is serving as our secretary and 

our legal go-to guy. 

(cheers and applause) 

We’ve got Jamie –  

(cheers and applause) 

we’ve got Jamie Harmon over here -- raise your hand, Jamie, with 

the reindeer hat.  She serves as our treasurer.  We’ve got 

Kornika King, right here, with our other Santa hat, who’s 

serving as our vice president, and myself, serving as the 

president.  And, really, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention 

Stephanie Freeman -- really, we are the board but she is really 

the engine and the glue that has put this project together so. 

 

(cheers and applause)  



 

So why are we here?  Let me just tell you a little bit about 

myself.  So I have two children.  My eldest daughter’s name is 

Saige.  She is an alumni of JWJ.  She just graduated in June of 

this past year.  I also have a fifth grader who is potentially 

going to be a Trojan next year.  So we’ll see.   

 

When we were researching and looking for the right middle school 

for Saige -- like many of you -- we really looked at kind of 

every option.  And I mean every option.  We went to Fleming 

Island, we went to the beach, public, private, charter, some 

sort of option of homeschooling, and really when we ent – when 

we toured JWJ, that was the only place that we felt really had 

the perfect combination of everything we were looking for, and I 

know some of you probably feel that same way because your kids 

are there right now.  And it was really the stand-out school.  

Now, she started in the middle of the pandemic and despite 

starting in the middle of the pandemic, she felt like it was the 

best school experience she’d had: her years at JWJ.  And to me, 

that really says a lot -- that despite all the challenges of the 

school closures and what have you, she really enjoyed her time.  

And it really just confirmed that all that of what we thought 

JWJ was, it really was.   

 



And I -- so recently I asked her, what – what is it that made it 

so great.  And I just want to read a quote of what she said in 

her 14 -- teenage words. 

 

(laughter) 

 

So she said, “Mom, I don’t know -– it was just a really good 

school.  You know, good vibes, good people, good teachers who 

encourage you to learn, 

(laughter)  

to do your -- to do your best and to work hard.” 

 

And I said, “Well, that’s it. That exactly what we want.”  

 

(laughter) 

 

So I really think that -– we all know JWJ is, no doubt, a great 

school.  But in order for great institutions to continue to 

maintain their greatness, we really need to funnel our resources 

and investment, so that they can maintain that greatness.  And, 

so that’s where Friends of JWJ comes in.  

 

So if you haven’t had a chance to look on our website, I just 

wanted to read exactly what the mission of the organization is.  



So it's a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation dedicated to 

continuing the school’s legacy of excellence by providing 

financial and volunteer support for initiatives that enhance the 

educational experience and environment for students and faculty 

of JWJ.  A hundred percent of the donations go toward funding 

projects that have been identified by our principal, Principal 

Stuckey, and the teachers.  And, the mission is to help uphold 

the mission – these projects are to uphold the mission.  

 

Some of the projects include things like teachers’ grants, 

infrastructure, and equipment expenditures, technology programs.  

And the money provides a long-term funding pool for the school.  

So unlike PTSA, which is a great organization – and we have 

Lucy, the president of PTSA, here.  

 

<<Lucy >> We encourage you to join!  You can get a bump pass! 

 

(laughter) 

 

<<Carol>> Yes, we encourage you to please join the PTSA.  The 

Friends’ fund provides a little more flexibility because we’re 

able to do funding for projects that are a little bit more long-

term.  So that is sort of the difference.  And we have on our 



FAQ on the website that goes a little bit more into the 

difference between PTSA and Friends of –- Friends of JWJ. 

 

So on to our project -- our inaugural project that we are trying 

to get going here, which we hope you guys will consider donating 

towards is something that we really want to focus on: the 

teachers.  As all of you know, there is a national teacher 

shortage and we’ve certainly experienced that and we want to 

really focus our energies on recruiting and retaining the best 

teachers because we don’t want to just be a great place, a great 

magnet school for great students, but a magnet for great 

teachers as well.  And, so in so doing, we have to show that we 

support them in different projects they want to do throughout 

the school.  

 

And so we’ve identified some very basic things, but if our 

teachers don’t feel supported, it’s hard for them to do their 

job to the best of their ability.  And so we found that the 

teachers actually don’t have a well-designed space – lounge.  

Currently, it’s pretty dated.  They don’t have a refrigerator on 

campus so they don’t have anywhere to really eat their lunch or 

to keep their lunch cold -- nowhere where they can really 

rejuvenate, relax, and collaborate with their colleagues so that 

they can provide the best for our -- for our students, our kids. 



 

And so really, this fundraiser is to try to get a designed -- a 

well-designed lounge and equip it appropriately with 

refrigerators and the like so that we can really show them that 

we are supporting them in whatever way possible so that they can 

deliver for our students.  And so as you walk around, you will 

see on the tables, the QR scanner that you can just line up your 

camera there and scan it and give a donation and no amount is 

too small, okay guys?   

 

So we really appreciate you taking time out of your busy 

schedules to come here and to find out about this and we’re so 

excited to have engaged parents such as yourself. 

 

With that, if you have any additional questions, all of us here 

with the Santa hats would be more than happy to give you a 

little bit more information. 

 

And Mr. Stuckey, our prin... 

 

<<END>> 


